
COMMENTS ON ADDITIONAL SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 
ELMESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
10th November  2023 
 
1. Introduction 

 
1.1. Elmesthorpe Parish Council has previously submitted Relevant 

Representations, a summary of Relevant Representations and Written 
Representations for consideration by the Examining Authority (ExA). 
 

1.2. Elmesthorpe Parish Council attended all hearings during the week of 30th 
October either in person, or virtually. 
 

1.3. Having reviewed our Representations against the current information 
available, our existing submitted concerns still remain in full. 

 
1.4. This document contains comments on information received post submission 

of our Written Representation: For brevity we have only included additional 
comments. 
 

2. Location 
 

2.1  The applicant consistently refers to this location as ‘exceptional in its rail 
connectivity’ but we have yet to hear this quantified and explained. Especially 
considering the fairly numerous limitations of this stretch of rail. 

 
3. Employment 

 
3.1. After receiving clarification on employment levels, Elmesthorpe Parish Council 

still remain deeply concerned with regards to commuter traffic. Particularly 
when considering the immature sustainable travel strategy and unrealistic 
expectations on how safely people can move by bicycle on the local roads. 

 
4. Highways and Traffic Issues 
 
4.1. The Parish Council remains critically concerned about the impact on the local 

road infrastructure. 
 

4.2. Elmesthorpe Parish Council is troubled that no modeling has been undertaken 
regarding the impact of any potential closure of the A47 link road on 
Elmesthorpe and the surrounding road network. The applicant stated that they 
‘couldn’t’ model the closure of the A47 link road. We believe that this is an 
essential incident to model, and well within the capabilities of the traffic 
modeling systems used to date. 

 
4.3. We welcome the modelling exercise requested by the ExA regarding the 

effect on the surrounding road network in the event of M69 closure. 
 
4.4. During construction phase (10-12 years) the impact upon residents to access 

essential services such as doctors, schools, chemists, post offices and 



supermarkets will be severely impacted. The quantum of highways works that 
will surround Elmesthorpe in every direction and at almost every connecting 
junction will isolate villagers and it is not considered reasonable. 

 
4.5. The mitigation proposed at New Road/Hinckley Road/Station Road B581 of 

introducing traffic lights to impose a delay in order to deter HGV traffic 
generated and/or reassigned as an effect of the proposed development, is 
deemed wholly unsatisfactory. To propose mitigation in the form of making a 
well performing junction into a poorly performing junction to produce delays, is 
an effect that will be permanently suffered by the villagers of Elmesthorpe 
(and Stoney Stanton) as they try to move about their daily lives.  

 
5. Site Access & Parking 
 
5.1. We still remain deeply concerned about the parking of construction and 

operational workforces around our very small village. No solution to prevent 
this from occurring has been secured by the Applicant. 

 
6. Noise  

 
6.1. We still remain deeply concerned about the impact of prolonged construction 

and 24 hour operational noise, on the residents of the village and the effect 
upon their lives, educations, health and livelihoods. 
 

7. Light Pollution 
 
7.1      The lighting strategy details received are concerning. Especially when bearing 

in mind the Applicant has not considered the impact of lighting on slip roads, the 
link road and the additional lighting required on the M69.  
 

7.2   The introduction of a Rail Freight Interchange and associated new highways 
lighting will be unbearably stark and disruptive. 

 
8. Air Quality 

 
8.1. We are awaiting further clarification and assessments from the Applicant and 

reserve our comments until such time they are made available. 
 

9. Visual Impact 
 

9.1. The Parish Council maintains the view that there are different palette options 
available to the applicant that would render the appearance of the 
warehouses more sympathetically to the surroundings. 
 

9.2. We still remain deeply concerned about the visual impact of this proposal. 
 
 
 
 
 



10. Flooding & Drainage Issues 
 
10.1. The Parish Council still holds concerns regarding the flood mitigation. We 

believe the base modelling that flood mitigation is based upon is not reflective 
of the actual current conditions. 
 

10.2. The Parish Council also holds concerns regarding the Foul Water Network 
and any information as to how the HNRFI will feed into this existing old and 
delicate network would be gratefully received. Sewers are known to be 
blocked by tree roots in the village causing sewer floods into homes 
(Appendix 1). 

 
11. Wildlife & the Loss of Farmland 

 
11.1. No further comments at this time. 
  
12. PRoW & Access to Burbage Common/Woods 
 
12.1. The proposals for T89 rerouted footpath give rise to specific safety concerns 

involving the B581. Please refer to Appendix 2: this highlights that there is a 
higher incidence of accidents at the proposed location for the new 
uncontrolled pedestrian crossing. 

 
13. Construction  

 
13.1. The Parish Council requested details of what was entailed within Works Plans 

12, 18 and 19. We have been signposted to documents 2.2A-2.2H however 
these are just maps and provide no details of the actual work proposed. We 
require signposting to where to find information of what is entailed of these 
particular Works Plans please.  

 
14.  Green Credentials 

 
14.1. Elmesthorpe Parish Council are concerned that the Applicant’s proposal to 

limit the production of renewable and sustainable energy is flawed and is 
purely proposed to avoid triggering the need for a separate NSIP application. 
Harnessing full capability of renewable energy generation technology is 
essential and to purposefully limit such a thing is rather defeating the object. 
 

14.2. We have queried continually where it is claimed that the HNRFI will “remove 
1.6 billion HGV kilometres annually”. We raised this verbally during Final 
Consultation; our written Final Consultation response; in Relevant 
Representations and also Written Representations. This was consistently 
used by the Applicant on their ‘Community Newsletters’ issued widely to the 
public, this figure was supplied by the Applicant for articles in the Hinckley 
Times, used during Final Consultations in the Community Explanation 
Document and on the Public Exhibition Boards (copies of these can be 
provided if you would like these). It is/was also on the project website. 

 



14.3. The 83 million HGV miles detailed in the Applicant’s current application is not 
a new calculation. It was detailed deep in the PEIR material (PEIR Chapter 8 
(table 7.7, page 8-68)) during Final Consultation so the Applicant has been 
aware of this gross over-estimation and dishonest ‘benefit’ since before Final 
Consultations took place and still opted to publicise this false claim. 

 
14.4. Despite being constantly queried, the applicant neglected to provide any 

meaningful responses until probed at ISH2; where the applicant advised it 
was incorrect and that it was removed after checking this after Final 
Consultations. We accept that this may still show for those users who don’t 
habitually clear their cached data on their personal computers.  

 
14.5. It is confusing to Elmesthorpe Parish Council how, if this was removed just 

after Final Consultations, this specific claim for the removal of 1.6 billion HGV 
kilometres was still published in an article on The Applicant’s website dated  
26th April 2023. The Application was accepted for Examination on 13th April 
2023. A copy of this can be found at Appendix 3. 

 
14.6. We await the explanatory memorandum demonstrating how the removal 

figure of 83 million HGV miles has been derived. 
 

 
Summary 
As the village, and people, that will be severely affected by all associated 
adverse effects, Elmesthorpe Parish Council opposes this application in the 
strongest way. 
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Appendix 2 
 

Traffic Report B581 
 



 



Appendix 3 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  


